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NEWS FROM THE LEADERSHIP COUNCIL

The Leadership Council met in regular session on Sunday, March 16, 2008. This month, we recognized Kevin Kersten,
Haleh Kersten, and Nicole Sebok for their work in bringing together the Eggstravaganza. It was well attended and the
children really enjoyed the activities and pizza.

At our February meeting, Pastor Jon, Worship Facilitator, provided a report which listed sixteen different ministries that
are involved in worship either weekly or occasionally. These include: the pastors, DCE, elders, music, Sound Ministry,
Visual/Lights Ministry, puppets, Usher Ministry, Greeter Ministry, Welcome Center Ministry, Cookie/Coffee Ministry,
bulletins, Altar Guild, Nursery Ministry, facility use and money counters. Pastor Jon also shared some plans for 2008. At
that meeting, we recognized Kevin Kersten, Joe Gonzalez, Epiphany's youth, and all those who helped in some way to
make Epiphatino's a fabulous evening. We applaud them for providing us with such a unique way to make a

contribution.

At our March meeting, Wayne Huber, Volunteer/Administration Facilitator, provided an update on the ministries in this
area. He was very enthusiastic about the continuing involvement of our youth and the growing commitment he sees
there. As a special "field trip” we walked down the hall to take a look at the Youth Room and the changes that have

been made. Depending on the age of the LC member, the room was said to be "cool", "rad", "groovy" and "totally

tubular.”

The Leadership Council would like to ask the members of the congregation to pray that God would guide the efforts of
the ad hoc committee charged with finding a new treasurer and the efforts of the Nominating Committee who will be
looking for people to fill four expiring terms and one unfilled term on the Leadership Council. Please pray that these
committees will be led to those the Lord has chosen to fill these positions and pray that God would prompt those He has
chosen to say yes when asked to serve or, better yet, to step forward and volunteer to serve. The committee charged
with seeking a treasurer includes Lynda Lund, Cathy Ashcraft, Linda Baker, and Paula Brewton. The Nominating
Committee members are Craig Carothers, Pastor Jon, John Lund, Donna Ellwanger, Becky Broussard and David
Brewton. Please feel free to contact any of these people to respond to God's prompting in your life or to suggest

someone for a position.

The congregation is reminded that Leadership Council meetings are open to anyone who would like to attend. The
agenda includes a place for non-LC members to address the meeting. Our next meeting will be held on April 20, 2008

at 6:00 p.m. in room 203 of the AFLC.
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CHRIST IS RISEN! HE IS RISEN INDEED! A LLELUIA!

This ancient Easter greeting filled our worship center on Sunday, March 23, 2008 as about 1,000
people gathered to celebrate the greatest event in historyd the day Christ defeated death, the devil
and sin so that we would be forgiven and receive life forever through faith in Christ.

Christ is Risen! He is Risen Indeed! Alleluia!

This ancient Easter greeting fills the Christia
new life in Christ. For just as Christ was raised from the dead by the Father, so will we be raised

from death on the last day because by God's grace and mercy we have been united with Christ

through Baptism.

Christ is Risen! He is Risen Indeed! Alleluia!

But what about you? Have you been raised with Christ? Or are you just sinking lower and lower into
a world that is lost? That may seem like a strange question since the people to whom | write this
article are members of Epiphany or have been supporting us in a variety of ways over the years.
But it really isn't strange at all.

Several years ago, Dr. Waldo Werning led a discipleship weekend retreat at Epiphany. At the
seminar he shared some very surprising statistics. For example, did you know that 50% of
professing Christians are not sure of their salvation by grace through faith in Christ alone? That
means 1 out of every 2 professing Christians may be basing their eternal life in someone or
something other than Jesus Christd now that's scary!

Did you know that:
I 60-70% of professing Christians do not worship weekly?
80% are not in Bible Class (50% of church officers refuse to attend Bible Class!)?

)l
I 70% give 1% or less of their total income to support Christ church and mission?
)l

20-30% are delinquent or inactive members? (Meaning they may call themselves members and
even have their names on the membership rolls but they do not attend worship more than twice
a year; at Christmas and Easter.)

Like I said, it isn't such a silly question after all is it? Christ is Risen! He died and rose again so that

we might rise with him. He died and rose again so that we might have a new life that rises above

the muck and the mire of a fallen world. He died and rose again so that all of us might experience
Ailife abundantlyd (John 10:120). How does Chri st
gathered for worship. In worship the risen Christ comes to forgive, strengthen, heal, comfort, guide,
direct, challenge and change our | ives. Thatoés

As we journey through the Easter Season, let me encourage you to continue to worship the Lord
and be raised each week as you meditate on His Word and worship Him. If that has been your
habit fantasticd continue being faithful. If maybe you've slipped into a bad habit of ignoring the Lord
Jesus, now is a great time to begin new habits.

| hope to see you in the House of the Lord throughout the Easter season and each Sunday
thereafter! May you be raised in your awareness of God's love for you and raised in your
awareness of God's plan for your new life in Christ.

He is Risen!
Pastor Jon




STEPHEN MINISTERS
ARE CARE -GIVERS,
GOD IS THE CURE -GIVE R

The role of a Stephen Minister is to give care.
They listen, empathize, encourage, pray, and
provide emotional and spiritual support on a
weekly basis to hurting people for as long as
the need persists. God works in and through
them to bring hope and healing. If you are
feeling lonely, experiencing a crisis, struggling
through a difficult time, or simply find yourself
stressed by everyday life, talk with one of our
Stephen Leaders, Cindy Eppelheimer at 281-
992-5732 or Torsten Hopp at 281-782-4373 to
learn more about Stephen Ministry.

GRIEFSHARE
GRIEF RECOVERY
SUPPORT GROUP

I f youdve | ost a
family member or
probably found that there are not many people
who understand the
the reason for GriefShare, a special seminar
and support group for people grieving the loss
of someone close. This support group will meet
on Thursdays, April 31 June 26 from 7:00 -
9:00 p.m. in room 208 of the AFLC. Please join
us as we travel the journey from mourning to
joy. If you have any questions, call Jeanne
Hazen at 281-997-9572 or Donna Ellwanger at
281-482-7791.
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HEALTH TIP OF THE MO

NTH

MiniS“‘v We have just suffered through a few weeks of sleep adjustment since the time
change took place. Perhaps these tips for sleep deprivation may help.

8 Reduce caffeine intake late in the day. This includes chocolate in any form, colas, coffee and

8 Establish a nightly routine. Do the same things in the same order each night. (For example:
close the garage door, lock doors, brush teeth, select clothing for the next day etc.)

8 Refrain from watching TV right up until bed time, especially in your bedroom. Instead, read a
book, do handiwork or try deep breathing techniques and prayer.

8 Prepare yourself and your bedroom for sleep. Take a warm bath or
shower. Turn down bed clothing. Have the temperature comfortable for

8 When all else fails, count sheep. Shortly, you will be sleeping
comfortably and your body's clock will have reset itself.
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ATTENTION BLOOD DONORS!

There will be a Blood Drive at Epiphany on April 13, 2008 from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00
p.m. Patients at MD Anderson require more than 3,000 whole blood units and
more than 7,000 platelet units each month. Thank you to all our previous donors.
Hopefully we can improve the number of donors. Mark your calendar for April 13
and watch for the MD Anderson Blood Mobile. If you have any questions, please
call Donna Ellwanger at 281-482-7791.

I:-:-I:II:-:-:-I:-I:-I:II:ﬁ

I BN NN BN BN BN BN BN N

a
3
3
a

:
@
i
@
3
@



